City of Bellingham
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

MEMORANDUM
TO: PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
FROM: LAINE POTTER, PARKS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
CC: NICOLE OLIVER, PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: NORTHWEST NEIGHBORHOOD PARK NAME + PLAYGROUND OPTIONS
DATE: DECEMBER 8, 2023

As part of a 6.6-acre Infill Toolkit development project, known as Aurora Court Phase 3,
a new neighborhood park will be designed, constructed, and dedicated to the City.
Exhibit A shows the location of the residential development project, located in the
Cordata Neighborhood north of Mahogany Ave. The need for a neighborhood park in the
northwest corridor was identified in the Recommended Facilities section of the 2020
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan and building and dedicating a public
neighborhood park is a condition of approval of the Aurora Court preliminary plat. Exhibit
B shows the trails and parks required as part of the overall plat. Please note that Park A
is being built with Aurora Court Phase 3 and Park B will be built with a future phase. The
park was first introduced by PRAB members at the January 12, 2022 meeting and
feedback on the preliminary design was subsequently shared with the developer.

Parks staff from the design and development and operations divisions have been
meeting with the developer and engineer to discuss the site plan and provide review
comments on park design, utilities, and playground options. The current park design is
attached as Exhibit C. The project narrative describes the park as follows: “The
preliminary park design is .8 acres and winds a path from Talus to Snowfield in a way
that creates nodes of play areas. These nodes allow for hard scaped picnic areas, lawn
space, natural play features and a play structure. The perimeter of the park will be
landscaped with trees and the playful lines of the winding path will help define each
area.”

An Engage Bellingham project page was created to solicit name ideas and gather input
on play equipment options for the two active play nodes. The surveys were shared by
posting notices on site, sending mailers to the neighborhood, and sharing on Parks
Dept. social media channels. As of the date of this memo, we’ve received 114 name
ideas and had 43 responses to the playground options survey. The results of the name
ideas and voting and the playground option survey will be shared with PRAB members
ahead of the meeting. *Please note that swings are planned for Park B.

In accordance with park policy PAR 01.00.01, staff is requesting a name
recommendation from PRAB to be presented to City Council.


https://engagebellingham.org/northwest-neighborhood-park
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/PAR-01.00.01.pdf
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